
The 8th annual, 4th round, 3rd emergency meeting of the Bench Sheko Zonal Council 
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Addis Abeba, May 25/2021 – The zonal council of Bench Sheko Zone held the 3rd emergency meeting of its Fourth round,

Eighth year conference. The conference took place  in Mizan Aman town. The current state of peace and security situation in

the zone and the construction of the Mizan Aman Airport were discussed at the conference. The council concluded its

meeting by releasing a 9 point statement expressing the stance of the council regarding the security situation of the zone. 

Bench-Shako Zone is one of the Five zones that was integrated into one new regional state in SNNPRS in September last

year. The councils of Bench-Shako Zone, Kaffa Zone, Dawro Zone, Sheka Zone, West Omo Zone and Konta Special Woreda

approved the administrative restructuring, which was also approved by the House of Federation (HoF). The decision opened

the door for a   referendum to take place for the new regional state called “South-West Ethiopia.”

The zone witnessed recurring violence that claimed the lives of security forces as well.  According to the statement released

by the zonal council, a total of 151 people have died and 28 security forces lost their lives. Moreover, 29 security forces were

rendered disabled in the attacks as stated by the council.  About 21, 938 people were displaced while more than 732 houses

were destroyed in Sheko, Guraferda and South Bench woredas, the council said. Citing the disruption of trade, agriculture

and other social interactions in and around the zone, the council said, “There’s no guarantee that the issue won’t lead to

ethnic violence if its not resolved soon.” 

In its 9 point statement, the council acknowledged the cause of the conflict in the zone as being, demands related to

administrative structures and the restructuring thereof. The council noted that an unnamed ‘criminal group’ is using these

demands as a cover to entice violence, indicating that the group doesn’t represent the people. The council condemned the

killing of civilians and destruction of property. It also acknowledged the participation of security forces and vowed on behalf of

religious leaders, elders and the community. 

The members of the council vowed to rehabilitate and provide donations to the families who were displaced and lost their

livelihoods in the conflicts. The council called on the leadership to maintain a common ground and play its role in resolving the

issue. Regarding the reporting of the conflict, the council warned against reports and social media posts that might aggravate

the conflict. The council, on behalf of the people of the zone, requested coordinated and consistent security assistance on

pre-identified issues that require intervention.

The statement concluded by addressing the issue related to the prolonging of the construction of Mizan Aman airport as well

as the relocation of the residents in the area designated for the construction of the airport. AS
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ABOUT US

Addis Standard Publications is a tri-lingual independent

media in online and print formats, publishing public interest

contents in English, Afaan Oromoo and Amharic languages.

Based in Ethiopia, Addis Standard Publications is owned by

JAKENN Publishing P.L.C., which is registered with the

Ministry of Trade and Industry of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia under license number 1552/2003 and

recognized by the Ethiopian Media Authority’s Online Media

Certificate in accordance with the Ethiopian Media Law,

Media Proclamation No. 1238/2021.

!  "

CONTACT DETAIL

Address: Leul Taz Building 3rd Floor Off No. 302 | Opposite

CMC Compound | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Phone: +251 118 951 323 / 116 609 329 

Mobile: +251 976 010 631 

E-mail: info@addisstandard.com /

addisstandard@gmail.com

NAVIGATION

Contact Us

Legal & Privacy

Terms & Conditions

Privacy Polocy

Cookies

© 2021 Addis Standard, All Rights Reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our Terms of Service,  Privacy Policy (Your Privacy Rights), and Do Not Sell My Personal Information.

Addis Standard may receive compensation for some links to products and services on this website. Offers may be subject to change without notice.

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy Terms of Service apply.

#ASDAILYSCOOP EDITORIAL NEWS FEATURE IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OP/ED COMMENTARY OPINION

  
 

Ethiopia Africa Middle East World

 POLITICS BUSINESS SOCIAL AFFAIRS LAW & JUSTICE ART & CULTURE INNOVATION  

 
POLITICS BUSINESS SOCIAL AFFAIRS LAW & JUSTICE ART & CULTURE INNOVATION

 

 Follow Us    ! " # $
Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Youtube

English አማርኛ Afaan Oromoo

https://addisstandard.com/2021/05/
http://www.twitter.com/addisstandard
https://www.facebook.com/Addis-Standard-177352718979398/
https://addisstandard.com/asdailyscoop/
https://addisstandard.com/editorial/
https://addisstandard.com/news/
https://addisstandard.com/feature/
https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-analysis/
https://addisstandard.com/op-ed/
https://addisstandard.com/commentary/
https://addisstandard.com/opinion/
http://facebook.com/AddisstandardEng
http://twitter.com/addisstandard
http://instagram.com/addisstandard
https://www.youtube.com/c/AddisStandard/

